
Data Dictionary 

Adult Sample (Ages 17 or older) of Phase II (1991-94) of NHANES III


(Variable names in STATA and SAS data files and format in ASCII data file) 

Variable
Column
Data item

Code

Description
segn

1-5

Sequence number
5-digit identification number

stra

6-7

Stratum id

1 - 23 

psu

8

PSU id


1 - 2 

wgt

9-14 (f6.3)
Weight


Rescaled sample weight (3 decimal digits)

race

15

Race/ethnicity

1

Non-Hispanic white


2

Non-Hispanic black


3

Mexican-American


4

Other

sex

16

Gender


1

Male


2 

Female

age

17-18

Age


17-89

17 through 89 years of age


90

90 years or older

fsize

19-20

Family size

01-09

1 through 9 persons 


10

10 or more 

cregn

21

Census region

1

Northeast


2

Midwest


3

South


4

West

pir

22-27(f6.3)
Poverty-income
00.000

No income  

ratio


00.022-11.889 (1= the poverty level)





88.888 
Missing data

birth

28

Place of birth

1

In the United States


2

In Mexico


3

In other foreign countries

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

educat

29-30

Years of education
00

Never/kindergarten only


01-17 

1 through 17 years 

                                                                                    88 or 99  
Missing data

marital
31-32

Marital status

01

Married/spouse in household


02 

Married/spouse not in house


03 

Living as married


04

Widowed


05

Divorced


06

Separated


07

Never married

                                                                                    88 or 99      
Missing data

health

33

Perceived health
1

Excellent


status


2 

Very good


3

Good


4

Fair


5

Poor

                                                                                    8 or 9   
Missing data

host

34-35

Number of hospital
00

None

                                                stays in last 12 mos
01-20   
1 through 20 times 

                                                                                    88 or 99
Missing data

doc

36-38

Number of visits to
000

None


doctors


001-099
1 through 99 times 

                                                                                    888 or 999
Missing data

arth

39

Arthritis?

1

Yes


2

No

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

asthma
40

Asthma?

1

Yes


2

No

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

hay

41

Hay fever?

1

Yes


2

No

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

hyp

42

Hypertension?

1

Yes


2

No

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

height

43-45

Height in inches
041-092 


                                                                                    888 or 999
Missing data

weight

46-48

Weight in pounds
065-450


                                                                                    888 or 999
Missing data

wei10

49-51

Weight 10 years ago
060-389
pounds


  


888 or 999
Missing data

wei25 

52-54

Weight 25 years ago
040-500
pounds





888 or 999
Missing data

mwei

55-57

Maximum weight
065-500
pounds


excl. pregnancy
888 or 999
Missing data

pwei

58

Perception of 

1

Overweight


weight status

2

Underweight


3

About the right weight

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

dwei

59

Desire for weight
1

More weight


2

Less weight


3

Stay about the same

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

atwei

60

Attempt to lose
1

Yes


weight during 

2

No


1ast 12 months
8 or 9

Missing data

smoke

61

Ever smoked 100+
1

Yes


cigarettes

2

No

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

agesm

62-64

age started smoking
000

Never smoked


005-078 
years of age


777

Never (no in "smoke")

                                                                                    888 or 999
Missing data

csmok

65

currently smoking?
1

Yes

2       
No (previously smoked)








7

Never (no in "smoke")








8 or 9

Missing or not applicable

cigar

66

Ever smoked 20+
1

Yes


cigars


2

No





8 or 9

Missing data

ccigar

67

Currently smoking
1

Yes


cigar


2

No

                                                                                    7

Not applicable (no in “cigar”) 
                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing or not applicable

vit

68

Taken vitamins or
1

Yes


minerals in last mo.
2

No

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

med

69

Taken prescription
1

Yes


medicines in last mo.
2

No

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

aacid

70

Taken antacids in
1

Yes


last month

2

No

                                                                                    8 or 9

Missing data

avsbp

71-73

Average systolic
069-246



blood pressure

777, 888 or 999          Missing data

nsbp

74-75

Number of measures 
                                                used in avsbp

avdbp

76-78

Average diastolic
002-142


blood pressure

777, 888 or 999          Missing data

ndbp

79-80

Number of measures 
                                                used in avdbp
bmi

81-86 (f6.3)
Body mass index
(kg/m2)








99.999

Missing data
